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only interferes to encourage or prevent the hatching of
the transmitted germs, without adding anything of its
own, the idea of progress would be difficult to grasp, and
even, without speaking of progress, it would be hard to
understand why, in the same country and the same century,
two generations bear so small a resemblance to each other.
Everything that you say, after advancing these first
points, seems to me well-conceived and clearly reasoned.
Thanks for having spoken to me of these things. Don't
pay too much attention to my answers, work hard, and
keep your affection for me, Tibi.1
JOURDAN.
IV
In another hand:
Paris, the ist March, 1866.
DEAR FRIEND,,
I have some very sad news to break to you.   Your
friend, I may say our friend, for I had learned to appreciate
him in the little time we spent together, last Monday-
succumbed to a quite sudden attack of cholera.
Having gone to Brest the previous week, he brought
back the fatal germ with him. In barely five days our poor
friend was dead. I had seen him a few days before his
trip. He had delighted me, as always, with his courtesy
and good humour. We spoke of you, of how things were
going in America, of France's future, which never seemed
to be far from his mind, and despite the difference in our
ages, despite the disillusions of all sorts, from which he
had suffered more than I, it was he who was the optimist
and I the pessimist. When I say optimist I perhaps
exaggerate a little, for he did not conceal the difficulties in
the present state of affairs. But he had that serene faith
which never deserts those who have struggled passionately
in a noble cause. Perhaps he also magnified his hopes a
1 The letter is curious and truly high-minded. It shows how this somewhat
sombre but subtle and conscientious mind -was trying to round off the comers of
the neophyte in Positivism.